MARLBOROUGH
accepted by most historians.    The colloquy has obviously
been embroidered; it was almost certainly not invented.
In the Deanery garden at Winchester before dinner the
King asked Churchill what people thought "about the
method I have taken of performing the ceremony of touching
in their churches." " Why, truly/' he replied, " they show
very little liking to it; and it is the general voice of your
people that your Majesty is paving the way for the introduc-
tion of Popery." " How 1 " exclaimed the King, in anger.
" Have I not given them my royal word, and will they not
believe their King ? I have given liberty of conscience to
others; I was always of the opinion that toleration was neces-
sary for all Christian people, and most certainly I will not be
abridged of that liberty myself, nor suffer those of my own
religion to be deprived of paying their devotions to God
in their own way." " What I spoke, sir," said Churchill,
" proceeded purely from my zeal for your Majesty's service,
which I prefer above all things next to that of God, and I
humbly beseech your Majesty to believe no subject in all your
three kingdoms would venture further than I would to pur-
chase your favour and good liking; but I have been bred a
Protestant, and intend to live and die in that communion;
above nine parts in ten of the whole people are of the
same persuasion, and I fear (which excess of duty makes me
say) from the genius of the English nation, and their natural
aversion to the Roman Catholic worship, some consequences
which I dare not so much as name, and which it creates in
me a horror to think of." The King listened attentively to
what, from anyone else, he would have warmly resented, and
then said deliberately, " I tell you, Churchill, I will exercise
my own religion in such a manner as I shall think fitting.
I will show favour to my Catholic subjects, and be a common
father to all my Protestants of what religion soever : but I
am to remember that I am King, and to be obeyed by them.
As for the consequences, I shall leave them to Providence,
and make use of the power God has put in my hands to pre-
vent anything that shall be injurious to my honour, or deroga-
tory to the duty that is owing to me/' The King then turned
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